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Milwaukee Film’s July Programming Features Classic Musicals, 

Cinematic Sisterhood, and Slamdance’s Unstoppable: On the Road 
Summer programming continues with first-run releases, new 4K restorations, and more! 

 
Download media here 

 
 

MILWAUKEE – Wednesday, June 25th – July is chock-full of opportunities to avoid the heat 
with an ice cold beverage at either of Milwaukee Film’s historic theatres, as our lineup of 
fantastic summer programming continues! This month features the launch of Cinematic 
Sisterhood sponsored by the Women’s Fund of Greater Milwaukee, a celebration of classic 
movie musicals called Jazz Hands July (including a 35mm film print of 1950’s Summer Stock 
presented by Herb Kohl Philanthropies), new 4K restorations of The Annihilation of Fish and 
Dogtooth, a selection of Unstoppable: On the Road programs from Slamdance, and the return 
of MFF25 favorite Brady Street: Portrait of a Neighborhood—not to mention all of the upcoming 
first run releases heading to the Downer and Oriental Theatres, like Fantastic Four: First Steps, 
Jurassic World Rebirth, and Superman.  
 
Milwaukee Film invites folks to put on their dancing shoes and head to the Oriental Theatre for 
Jazz Hands July, a series that focuses on classic movie musicals from between the 1950s and 
1970s. This lineup features films such as Black Orpheus, The Young Girls of Rochefort, and 
Singin’ in the Rain. 
 
Kerstin Larson, Milwaukee Film’s programming director, enthused, “Truly a feast for your 
senses—dazzle your ears, eyes, and hearts with these classic musicals from the 1950s through 
70s on the big screen!” 
 
This program will also feature a special 35mm film presentation of the Judy Garland and Gene 
Kelly film Summer Stock presented by Herb Kohl Philanthropies, in conjunction with a 
pre-screening signing of the book C'mon, Get Happy: The Making of Summer Stock, plus a 
post-screening talkback with co-authors David Fantle and Tom Johnson. 
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Co-author David Fantle expressed, “We wrote the book because while the plot of Summer Stock 
is admittedly trite, its 108 minute running time packs in some of the most memorable musical 
numbers of any Hollywood musical from that period.” Co-author Tom Johnson elaborated, “For 
example: Judy Garland’s ‘Get Happy’ number closes out the film and is on the short list of her 
most iconic screen moments.” 
 
See the full line-up of Jazz Hands July films here: 

● SINGIN’ IN THE RAIN - 7/7 at 7 PM 
● BLACK ORPHEUS - 7/8 at 7 PM 
● A HARD DAY’S NIGHT - 7/9 at 7 PM 
● THE YOUNG GIRLS OF ROCHEFORT - 7/13 at 4:30 PM 
● FUNNY GIRL - 7/15 at 7 PM 
● Herb Kohl Philanthropies presents SUMMER STOCK - 7/16 at 6:30 PM 
● CABARET - 7/21 at 7 PM 
● THE WIZ - 7/22 at 7 PM 
● GREASE - 7/23 at 7 PM 

 
Starting on July 11th, two 4K restorations of incredible films will each have a limited theatrical 
rerelease at the Oriental Theatre: Charles Burnett’s 1999 film The Annihilation of Fish and 
Yorgos Lanthimos’s 2009 Dogtooth.  
 
Also launching this month is Milwaukee Film’s new collaborative film series called Cinematic 
Sisterhood sponsored by the Women’s Fund of Greater Milwaukee. Each screening in the 
Cinematic Sisterhood series will be accompanied by an event involving the visiting filmmakers 
and networking, roundtable discussions, panels, or master classes to maximize connecting 
event attendees.  
 
The first film in the lineup is Maureen Castle Tusty’s documentary She Rises Up on Monday, 
July 14. Doors open at 5:30 PM for networking, with the film screening starting at 6 PM, followed 
by a panel discussion featuring the film’s director as well as Angela Mallett, CEO and Founder 
of Honeybee Sage Wellness & Apothecary, Kathryn Dunn, President/Chief Visionary Officer of 
Wisconsin Women's Business Initiative Corporation (WWBIC), and LaShawndra Vernon, CEO 
and Founder of Pryme Solutions. The panel will be moderated by Stephanie Melnick, founder of 
She Stands Tall and owner of Melnick and Melnick, S.C.. Cinematic Sisterhood screenings will 
continue through January 2026, with one screening occurring during Milwaukee Film’s 
Dialogues Documentary Festival (September 18-21), and a tribute event featuring a luminary 
woman director in the fall. 
 
Lisa Attonito, Executive Director of the Women's Fund of Greater Milwaukee said, "The 
Women’s Fund made this special grant to expand the visibility and influence of women in the 
film industry. We want conversations, roles, and investments to include more women—as 
writers, directors, producers, editors, actors, and critics.” She continued, “Women need more 
and greater access to opportunities in the industry; Milwaukee Film can leverage the big screen 
to accelerate transformational change in our community and beyond." 
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Slamdance, a year-round organization by filmmakers for filmmakers, will be bringing Slamdance 
Unstoppable: On The Road to Milwaukee Film’s historic Oriental Theatre on July 19th and 20th. 
This specially curated program showcases films made by filmmakers with visible and non-visible 
disabilities, and aims to eliminate the prejudices and gatekeeping that have historically kept 
disabled filmmakers from being represented in the entertainment industry. Slamdance 
Unstoppable: On The Road brings vital programming on a national tour that aims to elevate 
disabled artists, connect with audiences, and expand opportunities for authentic storytelling in 
independent film.  
 
“Slamdance Unstoppable: On The Road is a true rockstar moment for our filmmakers. Having 
our films travel from state to state, screening at incredible art houses, feels like the Michael 
Jackson, Janet Jackson, and Beyoncé tour rolled into one,” stated Unstoppable Co-Founder 
Juliet Romeo. “In today’s political climate, continuing to push for accessibility and inclusion isn’t 
just meaningful—it’s a form of protest—and that spirit is exactly what Slamdance has always 
stood for.” 
 
Two feature films and one short film program from Unstoppable: On the Road will screen at the 
Oriental Theatre; Loud Love directed by Bing Wang screens on July 19th at 3 PM, and 
Complicated directed by Andrew Abrahams screens on July 19th at 6 PM.  
 
The Unstoppable: On the Road shorts program screens on July 20th at 3 PM and includes the 
following short films:  
Audio Description - Directed By Luke Salewski, Lee Pugsley 
Take Me Home - Directed By Liz Sargent 
Iron Lung - Directed By Andrew Reid 
Call the ADA - Directed By Nicholas Paul Ybarra 
Possum - Directed By Daisy Rosato 

 
All Tickets and showtimes can be found online at mkefilm.org/comingsoon. 
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About Milwaukee Film    
Milwaukee Film is a nonprofit arts organization dedicated to entertaining, educating, and 
engaging our community through cinematic experiences, with a vision to make Milwaukee a 
center for film culture. Milwaukee Film is committed to high-quality and accessible film 
programming through their operation of the magnificent Oriental Theatre, a historic cinema 
palace, and the iconic Downer Theatre, Milwaukee’s oldest running cinema. The second 
Dialogues Documentary Festival will take place September 18-21, 2025. The 18th annual 
Milwaukee Film Festival will take place April 16-30, 2026. For more information or to become a 
Member, visit mkefilm.org.   
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